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1. An overview of REWARD program 
 

A. Watershed Development and its importance  
 

1.  India ranks first globally in area 

and value of production from 

rainfed agriculture. It occupies 

about 51 per cent of country's net 

sown area of 140.13m ha. Out of 

the total geographic area of 329 

m. ha, more than 30 per cent is 

affected by various forms of land 

degradation and out of this, 

rainfed areas account for more than 85 per cent of degraded lands in the country, mostly 

occurring in Gujarat, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha and Rajasthan.  

 

2.  

 

The degraded land is the home to 86% of the countryôs poor, 

produce 40% of the food grains, and support 66% of the 

livestock population. Among the various forms of 

degradation, soil erosion is the major cause for the declining 

factor of productivity followed by salinity and alkalinity. 

The situation is getting aggravated year after year and as per 

the estimate, the area critically affected by soil erosion alone 

has doubled in 30 years from 1977 to 2007 in the country. 

The solution is integrated watershed management/ 

development. 

 

3.  A watershed, is as an area in which all water flowing into it 

goes to a common outlet. All lands on earth are part of one 

watershed or the other. Watershed Development (WSD) is 

the preservation, renewal, and wise use of all natural 

resources, particularly those related to the land, the water, 

the vegetation, and the animals, as well as human 

development within the watershed.  

  

4.  

 

Watershed Development in India has been a part of the 

national approach to improve agricultural production and 

alleviate poverty in rainfed regions since 1970s. Watershed 

development programs aim to restore degraded watersheds 

in rainfed regions to increase their capacity to capture and 

store rainwater, reduce soil erosion, and improve soil 

nutrient and carbon content so that they can produce greater 

agricultural yields and other benefits. 

 


